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									SME house building

								
								
									Reversing the decline in SME house builders is a cornerstone of the FMB’s agenda.
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			Our campaign


Forty years ago, SME house builders delivered 40% of our homes. Today, this figure is just 12%. Hit hard by successive recessions, our small and custom build members tell us that they struggle to access finance and land, and have difficulty navigating our complex planning system. Our campaign to remove the barriers they face has involved building excellent relationships both with the Government and Opposition, and building joint campaigns in industry to speak for the value and contribution of our SMEs. As we adjust to the impacts of the coronavirus, we know that investing in building new homes is a recognised way of supporting recovery in the wider economy.


We want to see:


	A simplified planning system
	Make more small sites available for SME developers
	Investment in local authority planning departments to speed up the planning process



		

		
			


	
		
		

		
		

		
			

			
				
					
			Got a question?

			Speak to our policy team on 020 7025 2934 or send us an email.
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				FMB House Builders' Survey 2023
			

			Our annual survey reveals the major barriers to housing delivery in 2023, including the planning system, buyer demand, and access to finance.

			
		

	



		
			
	
		
			
				

	

			
		
		
			
				Building Standards Division presentation on changes to Section 6 energy standards
			

			Scotland members recently benefited from a presentation and discussion with the Building Standards Division of the Scottish government about the changes to the Section 6 energy standards. These changes to the Building Regulations came into effect in Scotland on 1 February 2023.

			
		

	



		
			
	
		
			
				

	

			
		
		
			
				Guide to becoming a small housing developer
			

			This guide is aimed at helping you better understand how to start out as a small housing developer.

			
		

	



		
			
	
		
			
				

	

			
		
		
			
				Changes to Building Regulations in England
			

			June 2022 brought in big changes for building regulations. Download our free guide to understand what's changed and how this will affect you.

			
		

	



		
			
	
		
			
				

	

			
		
		
			
				Guide to development finance for small and medium-sized housebuilders
			

			This guide is aimed at helping you better understand development finance, where it sits within the housebuilding process and what you need to do to secure finance. 

			
		

	



		
			
	
		
			
				

	

			
		
		
			
				FMB House Builders' Survey 2022
			

			Download the FMB’s House Builders' Survey 2022, the only survey of its kind to track the market of SME house builders. 

			
		

	



		
			
	
		
			
				

	

			
		
		
			
				Small is beautiful: Delivering more homes through small sites
			

			In this report we look at barriers to developing small sites and make practical recommendations on how local authorities and SME builders can work together to overcome these.

			
		

	



		
			
	
		
			
				

	

			
		
		
			
				Guide to development finance for small and medium-sized housebuilders
			

			This guide is aimed at helping you better understand development finance, where it sits within the housebuilding process and what you need to do to secure finance. 

			
		

	



		
			
	
		
			
				

	

			
		
		
			
				Homes on our high streets
			

			Recommendations to local and national government on how to unlock residential developments on our high streets.

			
		

	



		
	



		
				
			

		
	









	
		
			
				
		

			How we are representing your views


	Annual, well-established House Builders’ Survey, which communicates the views of SME house builders to the Government and media.
	Regular private meetings with the Housing Minister.
	Meeting with the Shadow Housing team, and regular meetings with cross-party MPs to convey your views.
	Leading a cross-industry working group reviewing the experience of SME house builders, and jointly writing to the Housing Minister regarding issues with nutrient neutrality and the challenge for small house builders.
	Regular meetings with senior civil servants in the Ministry of Housing and in Homes England.
	The FMB has joined the Housing Diversification action group, which seeks to lobby the Government to support greater diversification in the supply of new homes, including more homes being built by SMEs and in the self and custom build sector.




		
				
			

		
	









	
		
			
				
		

			Key achievements


	A review into Right to Build legislation to make it easier for people looking to build their own homes.
	Response to the Planning White Paper and securing media coverage.
	Public consultation on policies to support SMEs through changes to the current planning system.
	Giving evidence to the Housing, Communities and Local Government Select Committee.
	New pots of funding for SMEs to access affordable finance, for example Homes England and Invest & Fund's seven-year lending partnership to support small builders.
	Special policies to support SMEs, including the Home Building Fund.
	A requirement for local authorities to oversee a proportion of their housing delivery on small sites.




		
				
			

		
	









	
		
			
				
		

			Latest updates on house building




	

	
		

	
		
		
		
		
		
		

		

		
		

		
			

				
					
						
							

	
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		

	


	

						
						
					

				

				
					

					




	

		

		
			30 January 2024

		

	




					
						
							
							SMEs gain access to public sector work through new Repair My Home portal
						
					


					
						
							SMEs now get access to public sector work from some of the largest housing providers across the South East of England with the launch of Repair My Home.
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			12 December 2023

		

	




					
						
							
							FMB member Hampton Construction Services Ltd and the Creation of Lovelace House
						
					


					
						
							Central Hub Director, Nicola de Sousa, explores Lovelace House, uncovering the practical balance of luxury and sustainability in its construction by FMB member company, Hampton Construction Services Ltd.
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			Member case studies
		

	



		


	


					

				

				
			

		
	
		
		
		
		
		
		

		

		
		

		
			

				
					
						
							

	
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		

	


	

						
						
					

				

				
					

					




	

		

		
			15 February 2023

		

	




					
						
							
								
							
							Turning brownfield sites into profitable developments
						
					


					
						
							With guest appearances from the National Brownfield Institute, this webinar explores advice and support for businesses seeking to develop brownfield sites as part of a profitable business strategy.
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			1 February 2023

		

	




					
						
							
								
							
							What does the new broadband mandate for new homes mean for builders?
						
					


					
						
							This webinar explores what the new building regulations mandating gigabit broadband connections mean for SME housebuilders.
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			19 January 2023

		

	




					
						
							
								
							
							Help for new house builders - your guide to getting started
						
					


					
						
							This webinar explores The Construction Leadership Council’s (CLC’s) new guide ‘Becoming a small housing developer: advice and guidance from others in the new homes industry’, which is designed to help those starting out as small housing developers, or looking to do so.
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			15 December 2022

		

	




					
						
							
							Extension of the Help to Buy Wales scheme
						
					


					
						
							Some Christmas cheer for house builders in Wales with the extension of the Help to Buy scheme.
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			Latest FMB news on house building




	

	
		

	
		
		
		
		
		
		

		

		
		

		
			

				
					
						
							

	
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		

	


	

						
						
					

				

				
					

					




	

		

		
			26 February 2024

		

	




					
						
							
							Micro house builders’ voice is lost in CMA Housing Market Investigation, says FMB 
						
					


					
						
							FMB Chief Executive, Brian Berry, has commented on the Competition Markets Authority (CMA) Housing Market Investigation
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			15 February 2024

		

	




					
						
							
							UK needs to build to boost economic recovery, says FMB
						
					


					
						
							With the UK in recession, according to the latest ONS Economic Performance Data for Q4 2023, now is the time for the Government to boost construction work to kickstart the economic recovery, says the Federation of Master Builders (FMB).
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			13 February 2024

		

	




					
						
							
							Development plans must look beyond big cities, says FMB 
						
					


					
						
							The Housing Secretary’s proposals to reform planning rules to increase building on brownfield land, and to place further requirements on local councils who are failing to build enough new homes, are positive steps – but they must look beyond just cities to solve the housing crisis, says the Federation of Master Builders (FMB).
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			12 February 2024

		

	




					
						
							
							Government action needed to reverse drop in private sector new homes, says FMB
						
					


					
						
							The latest National House Building Council (NHBC) registration figures, revealing private sector new homes fell by 20% 2023, highlight that not enough is being done to tackle the lack of new homes being delivered, says the Federation of Master Builders (FMB).
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			12 January 2024

		

	




					
						
							
							Positive RMI growth propping up falling construction activity, says FMB 
						
					


					
						
							Latest figures from the ONS Construction Output Data for November 2023 demonstrate a worrying trend emerging in the UK construction industry - that the Repair, Maintenance and Improvement (RMI) sector is propping up declining growth in construction activity.
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			19 December 2023

		

	




					
						
							
							Local house builders offer best solution to overcome planning objections, says FMB
						
					


					
						
							Making better use of local house builders offers the best solution to tackling planning objections from communities not wanting new homes, says the Federation of Master Builders (FMB) in response to today’s speech on housing from the Secretary of State for DLUHC, Michael Gove MP.
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			6 December 2023

		

	




					
						
							
							Fall in construction and housing output undermining economic growth, says FMB 
						
					


					
						
							The continuing fall in construction output, accelerated by the decline in house building according to November’s S&P Global/CIPS UK Construction PMI data, demonstrates the sorry state of the economy, and the need for government measures to turbo charge economic growth, says the Federation of Master Builders (FMB).
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			29 November 2023

		

	




					
						
							
							Buyer demand for new homes at lowest recorded levels, warns FMB
						
					


					
						
							Buyer demand for homes in England has hit its lowest recorded levels since 2015 according to the latest housebuilders’ survey from the Federation of Master Builders (FMB).
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			22 November 2023

		

	




					
						
							
							Autumn Statement boost for growth, says FMB 
						
					


					
						
							Measures announced in the Autumn Statement to speed up planning, cut taxes for small businesses, increase support for business investment, and to provide financial backing to boost apprenticeships are welcome steps to help stimulate much needed growth in the economy, say the Federation of Master Builders (FMB).
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			Get involved

			Do you want to know more about this campaign or are you an FMB member and would like to get involved? Then please email our policy team.

			
				
					

Contact policy team
				

			
		
				
			

		

	

		

		
			


	
		
		

		
		

		
			

			
				
					
			Not a member? Join our network

			By joining us, you will get the recognition you deserve to grow your business confidently.
Our members tell us that the FMB accreditation delivers quality leads, projects and customers.

			
				
					

Become a Master Builder 
				

			
		
				
			

		

	



		

	


	


		
				
			

		
	









	
		
			
				
		

			You may also be interested in 




	
		
			


	
		
			
				
				
					


	

	
		
			
				

			
			
				Construction is facing a skills shortage

				At the FMB we are campaigning to make it easier for SMEs to take on apprentices, and to provide training for their existing workforce.

				
					
						

See our campaign
					

				
				
			

		

	


				

			
				
				
					


	

	
		
			
				

			
			
				We need to make our homes greener

				To achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050 we need to decarbonise our homes. Local builders will be needed to deliver this. Read more about our campaign for a national retrofit strategy. 

				
					
						

See our campaign
					

				
				
			

		

	


				

			
				
				
					


	

	
		
			
				

			
			
				Licence UK construction 

				We are leading the campaign to introduce a mandatory licensing scheme for UK construction firms to drive up work standards. 

				
					
						

Find out more
					

				
				
			

		

	


				

			
		

	


		
	


		
				
			

		
	


	


			
			
		

	



			



	
		
			

				
					Build with confidence


Professional builders join us to show their mark of quality to their customers.

Let us help you choose the right builder for your project.
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