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									Our latest quarterly survey results showing key indicators and predicted future short-term developments for small and medium-sized (SME) firms in the UK construction industry. Weakening workloads and material price rises point to a difficult winter for Britain’s builders.
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					Tracking developments in the UK construction industry


For more than 30 years, the FMB's State of Trade Survey has monitored key indicators and predicted future short-term developments in the UK construction industry. It is the only survey of its kind to focus exclusively on small and medium-sized (SME) firms throughout the construction sector. The survey is dispatched to the entire membership every quarter. Between 300 and 400 responses are received and they are weighted according to the number of employees.
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Key findings from the FMB State of Trade Survey for Q3 2020 include:


	9 in 10 builders (87%) said material costs are rising, up from 8 in 10 (78%) in the summer
	Only 4 in 10 builders (39%) reported a rise in workloads, down from 5 in 10 (47%) in Q2
	Employment edged into positive territory for the first time since Q4 2019
	However, 1 in 3 builders (29%) struggled to hire bricklayers, and 1 in 4 (25%) struggled to hire carpenters



Download the latest State of Trade survey below. You can also download previous reports.  
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							Read the April-May 2024 edition of Master Builder magazine.
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							Positive signs on the horizon for small builders, says FMB
						
					


					
						
							The 1.1% growth in construction is welcome news after the 0.9% fall in construction output in the three months to January 2024, says the Federation of Master Builders (FMB) in response to newly released data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS)
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							Last opportunity for the Chancellor to boost economic growth, says FMB
						
					


					
						
							Ahead of the Spring Budget on 6 March, the Federation of Master Builders (FMB) is calling on the Chancellor to focus on measures to boost economic growth to allow the UK building industry to deliver the homes this country needs.
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					Build with confidence


Professional builders join us to show their mark of quality to their customers.

Let us help you choose the right builder for your project.
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